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| A 4 Di . abou the bene Si n oy Lyin 


Here is not any Sin more rife and common, off 


any Vice to which Children are more prong] ( 
and addicted than Lying, and uſing Deceit i.) 
their Tongues. For no ſooner have they com 


ö mitted 2 Fault, but tis uſual with them to endeavour te 
cover and hide! it with a Lye; and rather than what the 
have done amiſs ſnould be diſcover d and brought ro ligh 
co ſecond it with another. 
The End and Deſign of ſettirg up een, 
that poor Children whoſe Parents have not where withal te 
to put them to School, may be brought up in the Nurtur 
and Admonition of the Lord, and train“ d up in the way 
of Goodneſs, that ſo when they come to be Men an 
| Women they may not depart from them. That ſuch tru 
and ſpreading Charity may be anſwer'd, Chriftianity rev 
_renc'd, Immorality diſcountenanc'd, Truth promoteq; 
and that Lying, too much practic'd among poor Chil 
| dren, may receive a Check, and be not ſo much 3 as name 
| among them, or allowed, I n 3 
(1.) Shew you what a Lye OO = 
(2.) Offer ſome Reaſons or Motives to diſſuade the | 
Zola it. | 
(3.) Let them ſee the Dagger of that Abominable Sin 
(4) Mention ſome of thoſe Ends which 8 the 1 
upon it. And „ 
(Læitly) Give them Dixaions how to ov avoid i it. = 
(1.) I will ſhew you what a Lye is. 
ALyeis when any one Perſon voluntarily ſpeoks whi ; 
is againſt both Knowledge and Conſcience, with a deligh' 
and intent to Deceive. There is a difference between 
Lye and an Untruth. An Uneruth i is when one ſpea 
what he thinks to be true, tho in it's ſelf tis falſe. Th 
is a Falſhood, but net a Lye, a Miſtake and no Offenc 
1 Rgainll, or r breach of . moral Truth: But he may 9 
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tid to tell a Lye who doth not ſpeak As he thinks, but af- 

ems that to be True waich be knows is not, and in this 

formal Lye conſiſts, to atteſt 2 Thing for Truch wh. n 
ng oth the Mind and Confeience Le to be other ways, 5 


e s chcrefore a Lye, becauſe it # | Poke contrary 10 zhe mean 
"if the Soul. I come | 


0 | 
ond 00 To offer tome Reaſons or r Motive: to diſſuade fro: 7 
t ich ing. 


(1.) It is a black, baſe, and bellifh Sin, of "_ Devil, 


om 

1. is Charecter, his W ork ; when he ſpeaketh a Lye, be [peak 
hei Uf bi own ; for he u a Eper, and the Father of it. Jos. 8 
ahi He is call'd the Great Pr;gon hiſſing out Lyes, and th 


e of the Brethren, Rev. 12. 9, 10. The firſt Lye 

at ever was made in the World was of the Devi:'s 

making, and therefore whoſoever voluntarily and directly 
Mcmmirs that Sin, is of the Devil, and a Chiid of Hiſche. 
Lr. It is a Diabolical Practice, and that which highly 
xlembles Sen, and they who give way to that Vice mul. 
pech the ſame Puniſhment he is doom'd to, be condemn'd 
vthe Infernal Pit, be reſetv'd in everlaſting Chains un- 


er of a true and faithful God among wicked Spirits ; 


onſequences of chat Sin, and put you upon praying 
vith great ſervency to God to deliver you from it, 
(2.) Lying renders Children (and alt others) aborni-: 
mote to God, whois a God of Truth. 
Among the Seven Things ſo hateful to Jod, 2d whictz 
$ P Abomination unto him, ene is a Ling Tengne, Prot G. 
Ws, 17. Truth is one of God's glorious Attributes, and it 
no leſs a Crime than abuſing his Faichfulnefs and Va- 
ry, to atteſt that for Truth which is notoriouſſy taife, 
Tis fo contrary to the Nature of God, and fo ditagree- 
| able to him, that Fob ſaich, Should I Lye ® my wound is Bil 
17 Chap. 34. 6. No Lye is of the Truth. 1J0. 2. 21. 


Sir 


eal-od is a God of Truth, Deut. 32. 4. Abnus ant in Truth, 
Ted. 34. 6. 7hy Law is the Tomb fab Dail „ Efal. x9: 


42. And therefore prays to God. thus, K. ani Jrom We 
te 20/7 85 -& ing, and ! cauſe thou me ro n ihe neh of 7 Lan 


Az ET 1 


fer Darkneſs, and for ever to lie under the Wrath and An- 


ich duly conſider d, will ſnew you che Miſery and ern -— 


e 


1 I have choſen the way of Truth, Ver. 29. 30. 
Advice, Lye nit -gain#t the Truth, Chap. 3. 14. We are 


6. 10. Aud his Ways True, Rev. 15. 3. 50 Reſemble hinf 


take him fora Guide, and imitate him who is Truth 


ſelf: For if you would be always looking upon God, an 
behold him in that glorious Attribute, by that means yo. 
Aﬀections wou'd be plac'd only upon him; you woulf 


preſerve in you a Seace of Truth, and by Conſ2queng 


Truth would vacuraby tow from all your Words and Ath 
[ Wh far f un then mult hy needs have in thei 
Minds woo deligh to be like God, and ſet him always bg 


Ons. 


fore them in 0.2: of chis higheſt Perfections? And if 


Humane TÞ44rm..y chey ſhould at any time fall iro tha 


grievous Sin ol a Lye, let them but continue to think ( 

Go. 24 they wil ſoon get up again, and walk mot 

. are To 
(3) Lying is a Scandal to the Chriſtian Religion. / 


the Name of God was Blaſpuem'd among the Gentiles b 
that unagrzeablonefs that was between their Practice aq; 


thei; Law, ſoit may be (aii of many in our Days, thi 
the Name of Ch. fti: Balphem'd amnungTi#rks and Heathe 
by the vile and icandatous Practices of fome who < 
themi lives Chriſtians, particularly in the Sin of Lym 
That che efore Children eſpecially may not bring a Scu 
dal upon our Holy and True Religion, lec them endeavo 
to ipe eff thei: Reproach, and not dare to He one to an 
And be careful to ſay nothing, ot what becomes them 
ſpe Kk. ud 6Gyd to hear. 35% 8 

t was a This y uſual among the Perfians to teach the 
Sons to Ride, hoot, aud to ſpeak the Truth. Aſſoon 
they came rd hve Years of Age, they were put upon learr 
ing theſe Things and continu d learning that Leſſon t 


th s cams to he full Twenty Years old. There was nd 


a, bing that Plople wnore diſdain d than a Lye, infomu 
that AArtaxerxcs, Ohe of their Kings, cominanded Thee 
Nails to be diiven chrough the 7ingue of a Man who ha 
told him a Lye, I is not my Property to Lye, Was „ ſayin 


„ Heir Speech be always + þ Grace, Col. 3.9, 4, 


ar 
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Mita mean Fellow amon 


C55; 


g the Heatbens, that was none of 


* 


J Oualities: He diſdain'd ſuch a Reproach ſhould be 
BE: upcn him, and it was one of the Lass of Solel, Do 
WW: i: a Lyc. How will a Mahometan, who ſcorns to tell 

Lye, riſe up in Judgment againſt a leazing Chriſtian ? 
y not an honeſt fair-dealing Turk, when he comes to 
Ne up bis Accounts at laſt, more juſtly expect Salvation, 


han an unjuſt and falſe Chriſtian ? If juſt Ariſtides, be fen- 
nc'd ro everlafting Miſery, whether muit a Deccicful and 


Ding Chriſtian look to be ſent? If there be one place 


otter in Hell chan another, it will be his Lot and Portion, 


be remains in that Sin. Take care to adorn your moſt 
Wooly Profeſſion by an upright Converſation, and let all 


our Words be regulated with Truth while you live in this 
old, that you may receive Approbation and Praiſe at 
ie Judgment Seat of Chriit, and be number'd among 
e Saints of the Lord, Argels, Archangels, Cherubims 
id deraphims in Bliſs and Glory Everlaiting. 

(4.) Lying is a Vice which renders a Perſon Odious and 


| udiculous, and fo wo inds and blaſts the Reputation, that 


thinking People hate, ſhun and avoid the Company 
iali ſuch. No Man is loaded with more Reproach and 
Korn than the detected Lyar. He is ſo deſpicable and 
antemptible a Creature, that no Man will believe him, 
o not when he ſpeaks Truth. Such a one is even dead 
le he lives, and indeed it is high time for him to be out 
[the World, when no Man will believe him, or give 
ty Credit or Authority to his Words during his abode in 

duch Perſons take a ready way, and a molt effectual 
we to bewray their weaknels, to debaſe and degrade 
emſelves, blemiſh and loſe their good Name. Their 
overſfation becomes offenſives their Speech, muſeous, 
11 even grates with diſdain and loathſomnels upon the 
wot: ſuch as ber 8 

6.) Lying is ſuch a ſhameful Sin, that even the moſt 
oligate and lewdeſt Perſon cannot bear the Reproach 
be taxt with it. Even they who make no Conſcience 
wearing, Curſing, DrunkznneG, Unc'cannels, and 
ber filthy and bale Sins, yet to be calb'd a L ar lo in- 


* * 


po | ey 


Shams or temporal Puniſhment, but you muſt do it in of 


beazence to God's Command, and for fear of his Diſplea | 


$ 


ure, or elic *tis plain you fear Shame and Puniſhment mor 
(e Alyar will not ftick to be a Thief; Shew me 


* 

a 
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Lyar, and / will ſhew Thee a Thief, was the ſaying of Era : | 


enn. Lying and Thievery ate very near of Kin to ous 
another When the Heart js harden d in Lying, tis mighty 
fubje& and inclinable upon occaſion to Pilfering and 
Stea ing: one Vice draws on another, till at laſt the Cong 
fcience is ſcard ; and he who once fear'd to Cheat ang 
Wrong his Neighbour by a Lye, ina ſmall Thing, now 
deſigns his Utter Ruin. At firſt his Heart akes, and bis 
Body trembles ; but ke that once ſtrain d at a Gnat, ca 
now ſwallowa Camel. On he goes, till at laſt he comes 
to the Gallows. „C . 1 


) Lying intangles a Man in another dcteſtible Sin . 


which is Perjury. A Lye hach this diſadvantage in it, tha 


ne that accuſtometh his Mouth to it will be apt to for 
iwear himſelf. Falſe Swearing commonly attends a Lying 


Tongue, and they who impudently ſtand in a Lye, will 
make no Bones to add Oaths and Curſes to it, both which 

are heinous, wicked and grievivus Sins. I come 

(3.) To ſhew the Danger of Lynnng J 
(..) Ov: bleſſed Saviour hath told us, that by our Wordd 
we (bail le Tuftified, and by our Words n, ſhall be Condemm ay 
Matt. 12. 37, With what Shame and Confuſion of Facg 
thin ſhall they ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of Christ 
ehen they mall be call'd to an Account not only for every 
ale Word, but for all thoſe falſe ones which were ſpoken 
io bod Ends and Purpoſes 2 The Fudge of all the Eartb wil 
do right, Gen. 18.35. He is perfectly and ſtrictly Juſt anc 
Riphioons in all his Ways, They are all like himſelf, = 


— 


©5125 their Spirits, ſtirs up their Paſſions, and ſo money; 
Aitturbs them, as many times to cauſe Duels, Quart 
ings, and frequencly Murders.* A Lye is a foul Blot in 
Aan, Ec lus, 20. 24. Aud here take this Caution 410ng ö ot 
1th you, that you muſt only forbear Lying merely fof 


t m 


ff ers t 


dir 
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initely Right ; and therefore how can they eſcape the 

Hand of his Juſtice, or avoid the Puniſhments that are 

Ine, and will be inflict⸗d upon all ſuch, who in their 
4 Diſcourſe and Speech raiſe falſe Tales, utter Words that are 
ot True, and difſcmole with a double Tongue? Decency 
ind Sobriety in your Words, is a Duty requir'd by God of 
Jou, that they may not corrupt good Manners, but tend 


ea o Edification. As you therefore love your Souls, and with 
019 | 


out may go well with hem when they leave your Bodies, be 
"19Fcircumſpect in all your Words, and make your daily Pray- _ 
ers to Almighty God, that he would be pleas d to Sanctifis 
our Speech, that it may miniſter to his Glory, and to 
the mutual Benefit of your ſelves and others. 
(.) To convince you what Danger there is in Lying, 
emember the Lord is Oinniſcient, fearcheth the Heart, 
books on that, his Eyes are upon it, and therefore knows 
t the very inſtant of your ſpeaking che Trauth or Falſity 
ct what is ſaid. Deceive not your ſelves with ſaying, 
ne Lord ſeeth ws not, the Lord bath forſaken the Earth. Exek. 
ul | 12. Dare not to exclude God, and be not obſtinate and 
"VF rebellious as to make no room for him in this lower World. 

enture not upon Sins in private, which you dare not do in 
pablick, as if Walls and Doors were able to keep out th at 
"oF Eye which ſees more than ye your ſelves. All Things are 
led unto the Eyes of him with whom we bave to de, Heb. 4. 
II. God hath afſur'd us from his own Mouth, ſaying, 
1 Heaven my Throne, and Earth u my Foot-ſtool, 11. 66. . 
; And can any hide bimſelf in Secret Places, that I hel not ſee him 
; 6 {aith the Lord? Do not J fill He wen aud Harti faith he Lord 2 | 
er. 23. 24. het ber ſhall Igo from thy Spirit, or het her (hall 
7 { flee from thy Preſence? If 1 afcend up into Hevn, thou art 
15 there ; or if I go down te Hell, thou art there alſo. If [ tate tbe 
"9 Wings of che Morning, and remain in the uttermoſi pirts of the | 
ol dea, even there fhall 1h) Haud lead me, and thy Right Hind fl 
"i bold me. If I ſay, peradventure the Darkneſs ſhall cover me, 
ben ſhall the Night he turned into Day. Nen the d:rkne(s u no 
1 darkneſs with thee, but the Night is a bier a. the Day; the 

J 4:rkneſs and Jight to thee are bor! alike, Plal. 129. 6. 7, 8,9, 
10, 11. ſaid David. And we find him again, faying, O 


Lord, thou haſt ſrarched me out, and known me, thou Ini f 

wy dun- ſitting and mine up-riſing, thou underſkandeft wm 
Thoughts af ir af: Thou art about my Path, and about my | bed 
and pieſt gur / ap W.i)s * For lo, there eo 70t 4 word in n 
Tongue h. thou, O Lord, Enow t it altogether, Ver. 1, 2, 3] 
Gehazi fend his Maſter's Anger, and fo told a Lye t 
prevent it; but he Was not afraid to Lye in the figi:: off 

God, for which he was puniſh'd with Leproſie, 2 Kin. 5. 

27. Tho? Elijah could not find it out, yet God did, and 
 puniſh'd him for it. Annanias and his Wife Sapphira intend] 
ed by Faiſhood to abuſe God, fell under his heavy Ven 
geance for the ſame ; and by their ſudden Death manifc{t 
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ed the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, whom by Lying they are 
thought to deceive, 44s 5.10. 5. 3 Say not thou, I will id ne C 


ſelf from thee, Lord, ſhall any remember me from above? 1 ſhilMoly 
not be remembr:d mon ſu many People, for what e my Soul i-Mcrju 
mong ſuch an infinite number of Greotures ? Ecclus 16. 17. Ahe, 
Lye from a bold Face may eafiiy delude an innocent. 8 
Perſon, but God is not to be deceiv'd. The Lord know. onde 
lbe Thoughts of Man, Pal. 94. 11. Fear ye not me? Said he T 
The Lord, W371 ye not tremble at my Preſe.ice ? Fer. 5. 11 cho 
Would he that telleth a Lye but be perſuaded that the Al- Hatte 
mighty Creator and Governour of all Things is preſent Ge 
With hire? Su-viy the theughts of being under his EyeWvod 
would itrike him dead, and cauſe him ro hope for nou: 
Mercy? Theu jhult deſtroy them that ſpeok leaſing, ſaid David Hic! 
Pfal. 5. 6. Ze that ſpcaketh les ſhall Periſh, Prov. 19.9. faichWl'd 
“““ eee 
(.) The Danger of the abominable Sin of Lying will St. 
appear further in this, It was the End and Deſign of Ai-Wiitn 
mighty God, in giving you the uſe of Speech, that you, 
ſhould thereby Praiſe and Magnifie his Holy Name; ferW# % 
forth his Giory, and tell of his wonderous Works: Hegg a 
gave you Tongues to that very End and Purpoſe. Now NI 
what can be more provoking to a Juſt Judge, a Righteou sg / 
God, and a poweriul Creator, than to turn your Tongues Ws 1 
apainit him; and inſtead of glorifying him, and hallow- n Pr 
ing his Name, vilifie and diſhonour him, and it with me 
hem; Q bie$ his great, holy, and rsverend Name; pre-. 


Te ff 
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his Honour and Glory before all Things in the Vorld 
aides; yiele Ovedi::.cei his Divine and Gertons Ma- 
Ic, and by Your Tongues Senctife his Name! Not 
at any SanRt'fica ion or ticlineſs can be added to in, 
vr he was from al! Eternity cadued with Both; bur be- 
auſe many ſinful Mo.tals abuſe him wich Curſes, Exe- 
nacions, and wicked obſeen Expreſſions, do you by 
mayer and 2 Holy Life, Magmhe him with all Vensra- 
ion boch ward and outward, and by Godly and pure 
Wic:ch, void ail guile, Celebrate che Holy and true God 
ich Praiſe, Honour, and Glory. And would to God 
at all manner of Perfon:, Children particularly, would 
are their Word: ans Savings according to the Rules of 
Wc Chriſtian Religion, and not violate and poilite the 
oy Name of God by Lyes, and uttering Falfictes and 
erjuries, which follow a Lye. Ye ſhali not Lye to one anb- 
7 wr, was one of the Laws repeated in 7eviticas, Chap. 19. 
. So that 'cis plain every Lye is rejected of God, and 
ondemn'd in that Law. God will have the guilty confeſs 
e Truth u hen it is demanded of them; for when obus 
rhorted Achan to the Confeſſion of the Truth, in the 
Patter of the Babyloniſh Garmeut, the Silver, and the Wedge 
Gold, ſays, My Son give, I pray ib e, glory to the Lord 
od of Iſracl, aud make Confe ſion unto him, and tell me now 
%% thou haſt done, hide it not from me, Chap. 7. 19. By 
J'tich ic appears, that ſpeaking the ruth when we are 
al'd to ir, is an owning, and one kind of Conſeſſion of 
de Praiſe, Glory and Honour of Ge. 
St. James ſaith there is nothing more baſe and foul than 
-ich the ſame Tongue wherewith Men ble God, even the Na 
u, to curſe and ſlander their Neighbour, bo zx made after 
te /ilitude of God, Chap. 3. 9. What is this but to let Bleſ- 
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ehh and Curſing proceed out of the ſame Mouth * My Brethren, 
h that Apoſtle, bee things ought not ſo to be. Dot a Foun- 

5 ſend forth at the ſame place ſweet Mater and bitter? Ver. 
5. 17. The F'ongue which gives Praiſe and Glory to God 
- Prayer, and other Religious Duties, does at another 
ume by Lying, Reportings, ard ſcattering falſe Stories, 
grace and diſhonour him, and by conſequence fruttrate 
End and Deſign of Speech. | 4.) All 


(.) All Lyars baniſh God's Holy Spirit from them, ſh 
out its Illuminations and Aſſiſtances, and caute God manflw 
times to {mice with a Curſe ; and where tha: Holy Spirſſher © 
_ dwells not, they are held in the Snare of the Devil, aath 
are taken captive by him at his Will. F Mn hve uf 


the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. 8. 9. To be ab! "8 
don'd by the. Holy Spirit is a meft deplorable Condition 7 
for all ſich Perſons are hated by God; he will not vit vl 


their Hearts, nor repleniſh them with his Sacred Inſpirati 
ons; nor can any Grace or good Thing ever Thrive qe 
Proſper in them. And God may juſtly deprive them « 
that great Gift of his Spirit, when they reſiſt, grieve, an 
vex that which would lead and guide them into all Truth, Je 
16. 21. Quench not the Spirit by prejudicing Truth, leſt yo 
loſe that Jay, that Hope, and other Fruits which are com 
municated by the Spirit, viz. Quietneſs in your Life, ani 
Reſt and Comfort at your Death. Their unhappy State 
to be pitied, whoſe Underſtandings that Holy Spirit dot nd 
not Illuminate, whoſe Affections it Inflames not, whoſMjtnc 
Souls it Sanctifies not, and whoſe Strength it aſſifts not 
And therefore to be accepted of by that Holy Spirit, en 
deavour all you can to obſerve and obey its Motions ; pi / 
for his Grace to Sanctify you, and order your Lives ani 
| Converſations according to its Divine Inſpirations. Le 
Truth be the Rule of your Life, and let the remainder 0 
your Days be the better for what you now Read, that 50g 
may increaſe in True Religion, be nouriſh'd with all Good ſuc] 
neſs, and by God's great Mercy kept in the fame to you pub 
A = EEE, 
. I come to mentionſome of thoſe Ends which pace 
Emidrenand others upon Lying. 
(..) Some Lye for Sport, Diverſion, Mirth, and Jeſting Nas 
fake; not to have any Gainor Profit by it themſelves, bu 1 
to ſet others by the Ears, and make their Acquaintanc: i 
and fellow Companions fall out and quarrel among them % 
ſelves. Hereupon the neareſt and ſtricteſt Friendſhips ane aft 
Societies have been broken, Families exaſperated ons 4er 
gainſt another; and ſuch Divihons made amongſt deatfe L. 
Relations, that chen ats cuded in Immortal 11 on 0 


will, Feuds and Anioſities, Reproaches and o- 
der Contumelies, of which Lying for Mirths fake 
ith been the Original. Such Artifices are of dan- 
erous Conſequence,” in that Lying for Sport and 
Merriment, it many times proceeds to Uſe and 
uſtom; and thence they fall into more grevious 


vil 
irati ing, and not ſpeaking Truth at all in Matters that 
'e ee weighty and ſerious. Such kind of Lying is to 


e avoided and ſhun'd, for irrepairable Damage and 
furt may come by it, great Confuſion, and many 
conveniences may follow, and it may ſpread itfelf 
o wide, that ones Worth, Fame, Reputation, and 
edit, may be much damnify'd, taken away; and _ 
ncſ2 being once gone, Life becomes only a Burden 

nd a Shame. Nay, by telling Lyes for Mirths fake, 


ine Babling, and idle Words, from which ſuch Offen 
ers cannot eaſuy reſtrain themſelves @ 
(2.) Others take. pleaſure in telling Lyes purely 


2700 | p | . 
leut of Malice, Envy, and Revenge to diſgrace ano- 
0 ther, to do one a Prejudice, and to leſſen their Ncigh- | 


bours Intereſt. If falſe Tales be to be ſpread abroad, 
uch Perſons will nor Sleep till they have ventcd and 
u publiſh'd them; or if the Truth be ta be blaſted, 
ey will walk from Place to Place, and from ore 
Company to another to ſtifle and diſcountenance it. 
Ihis is an old Trick of che Devil, and of as antient 
landing as Ahab's Days. For when the Lord ſaid 
% and fall at Ramoth Gilead 2 And one ſpake, ſaying 
Jer this manner, and another ſaying after that man- 
Jer; then there came forth a Spirit, and ſtood before the 
Lord, and ſaid, I will entice him, and the Lord ſaid 
Io bim wherein 2 And he ſaid, I will go out, and be 
E WED po ot, Oo Os 


cher Vices will follow, as fooliſh Prarling, vain pro- 


% ball entice Ahab, Xing of Iſrael, that he may go 


a Lying Spirit in the Mouth of all his Prophets, of 
_ Chron. 18. 19, 20, 21. Juſt. fo do malicious andi hir 
ſpigntful Perions, they are full and big of defires andi He 
Purpoſes of Revenge; and therefore the better rofflthe 
hurt the Reputation of a Neighbour, and prejudiceW$i: 
their Fome, they ſtick not to be falſe Spirits, roſWjo! 
trade in Les and falſe Stories, and not only to woundWi | 
their good Name be Calumny and Slander, bur to in-Wvil 
ctrcaſe and amplify their Faults, and ſwell every Mole. 
hill of a flip and failure into a Mountain of Enor 
. mous Crimes and Miſdemeanours. This is a great; 
Sin, a great Wickedneſs in all ſuch who buz into” 
Mens Ears and Minds ſuch Contumelies; for the Cre-W's 
dit of an innocent Perſon is injur'd thereby, and much. 
Damage done to him. Hamas by this Sin, and ( 
| forging Crimes againſt the Jews, was very near offite 
putting a Bloody Maſacree in execution againſt them ;ﬀ + 
as you may read in the Book of Eſtber. Say then"! 
with Joſeph. as he did in the caſe of Uncleanneſs, ug 
Ho can I do this great Wickedneſs, and Sin again in- 
, CE e. - 
3.) Ochers Lye out of Fear to hide a Fault, and 
* keep it from being brought to Light; and this is more (.: 
peculiarly tho Sin of Children and Servants. Alas oid 
They dread more the Puniſhment of their Parents, Nriſc 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, then that of the Great God: ( 
and ſo long as they eſcape the Eyes of Man, they nd 
do not conſider thoſe of God : Which are ten thou. 
ſaad times brighter then the Sun, beholding all tht by 
w % of Men, and conſidering the moſt Secret Parts, Ich 
Ecclus. 23. 29. and dare to break the Laws of Hen. 
ven, ſo long as they can bur eſcape Juſtice here upon 
Earth. But there is no keeping a Lye from the 
Lord, he knoweth all Things. The very Thoughts & [ 
VVVVVVVWGG(( cols: 


of the Seribes and Phariſees were not a Secret to 
tim, Mat. 9. 4. He was no Stranger to Nathaniels 
Heart, Jo. 1. 4. And he knew the Circumſtances of 
Ie Woman of Samarza, in relation to her Five Hus 
lands, Jo, 4. 17, 18. Whatever you are, whatſoever 
jou ſay, or whatſoever Company you arc in, God is 
in it, and takes notice of every Word you ſpeak. He 
will be ſure to hunt that kind of Sinner in all his 
Wy paths, trace him in all his crooked Steps, diſcover _ 
Will his Shifts, confute all his Policies, and diſcern all 
ulis Fatſities. O the depth of the Riches both of the 
offi dom and Khowledge of God, how unſearchable are 
Mis Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding out] Rom. 11. 
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ol (4.) Others Lye out of Covetouſneſs, and for 
the fake of Gain, Profis and Advantage; the better 
o defraud a- Neighbour, couzen a Chapman, and 
many neither Buy nor Sell without uſing Eyes, Theſe 
dught to be ſharply chided and reproved , but theſe _ 
kind of Offenders are not defign'd for this ſhort Diſ- 
ſwaſive, and therefore what I fay ro them is, God for- 
id U ſhould ceaje to pray for them. og 

(5.) ] proceed to give ſome Directions how to a- 
oid the Abominable Sin of Lying, and prevent the 
ts Niſchevious EicRs which iſſue from Lying Lips. 
d; (I.) Ser a watch hefore the door of your Lips, 
ey nd a Seal of Wiſdom upon them, Ecclus. 22. 27. Weigh 
on-M't Words in a Ballance, and make a door and bar for 
hel Mouth, Chap. 28. 25 and enter into 4 Covenant 
4 With your ſelves, chat no corrupt Communication 
ca-. Noceed out. of your Mouth, and thatyour Tongue de- 
bono you not. Make Truth, U1ghtcouſnets and 
rheſſſidility the Rule and Standard of +!! your Diſcourſe 
he'd Dealings with one another. Catch nor at every _ 
S : | __  1lying 
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flying Tale; n nor thraſt your ſelves into tho Herd of thoſd 7 

Who take pleaſure in ſpreadin a them. Be Fery Cauriou . 
how you Fam! Matters of Di gra 7 


is . only beheld 3 in a der and wy ae L ELIE 5 
(.) He violates the Rules of Juſtice, for that requires 1755 
ſtrict Proof and Teſtimony, clear and full Evidence i | 
Judgment; and a Man is to be led thereto, not by Lovg 
or Hatred, but to ſpeak the Truth from the bottom ot 1 
Heart, in Sincerity and Integrity of Soul. Les: 

(3 J He violates the Rules of Charity, for Charity rejoya Ive. 
eth not in Iniquity, but in Truth, 1 Cor. 13. 6. Thinks no evil} 
Ver. F. is fair and candid in its {aterpretations, favourably 


a 


ee 
in its Conſtructions, is not Suſpicious, and judgeth thi . 
Beſt. Love covereth all Sins, Pro. 10. 12. As therefore 2 
love Truth, regard Juſtice, and reſpect Charity, great ane ſa 
high Duries in Religion ; be well aſſur'd of what you ſa ou. 
before you calumniate or be ſpatter your Neighbour, ꝙ uu v 
ſuffer your Paſſion unadvifedly to hurry you into any uh, | 
decent Language, and bitter Words againſt him. could 
..) Another Direction to prevent the miſchievous EWF:ilin 
fects which iſſue from a Lying Tongue, is co diſcountq; 0; 
nance all ſuch vile Perſons who go from Place to Place rejud 
enquiring after, and picking up idle and malicious Sla bon, x 
ders. This is trequently done purely to tickle the EarYice © 
and gratifie the malignant Diſpoſition of ſuch as they knoyfh con 
will readily ſuck up, and greedily ſwallow all the Poilohr che 
they ſhall ſpit of injurious Diſgrace and Damage to theiſer ſg, 
Neiztibout. Now wou'd you ſtop your Ears, and ſhew ſy, la: 
diſlike and avertion from hearing ſuch Calumnies, th thers] 
Trade of Lying, Slandering, Whiſpering and Back- biting fea 
would ſoon fall ro the Ground; and all ſuch Merchants anger tt. 
Traders i in ill 8 for want of enn 


and m: 
 dwind = 


$Þvindle into nothing: For to Revile, or hearken to a Re- 
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eater Sinner; for there would be no Revilers and Slan- 
erers if there were none to liſten to their Slanders and 
evilings. Curſe the Whiſperer and double Tongued, for ſuch have 
- roy d many that were at Peace, ſaith the Son of Sirach, 
cs. 28. 13. A whiſperer defileth bi own Soul, and is bated © 
E ere ſoe ver he dwelleth, Ecclus. 21. 28. A backbiting Torgue 
% diſquieted many, whoſo hearkeneth unto it, ſhall never find 
, and never dwell quietly, Chap. 28. 14, 16. Therefore re- 
in hour Tongue from backbiting, and the Mouth i hat belyeth flay- 
be Soul, WHd: Chap... l ne, 


J (3.) Another Direction to put à ſtop to the bad Effects 
Lying Tongue, is, Do as you would be done by, and 
andle another Man's Reputation with the ſame tender- 
Iss as yon would he ſhould uſe towards you: Put your 
ves in his Caſe, ſuppole thou wer't he, and he thou, 
ouldſt thou not expect he ſhould ſpeak Charitably of 
ee, and treat thee with fair and civil Reſpect? Love thy 
eg hbour as toy ſelf, Matt. 22. 39. was a Rule laid down 
V Chriſt. *Twas his injunction that we ſhould Treat, do 
he lame good Offices, and bear the ſame kind Affection 
v our Brother which we would have him do to us. As 
jou would have no Man to proclaim and divulge Lyes of 
da, ſo you ought not to publiſh any of them. As you 
Would not be Bely'd, Slander'd, or Defam'd; or that your 
iilings and Slips ſhould be ript open and curiouſly pry'd 
to; ſo it is but equitable you ſhould not take up a raſts 
Nejudice, anuncharicable Cenſure, a finifter Apprehen- 
bon, nor repreſent Things at a diſtdvantage to the Preju- 
lice of another; not that any Perſon is bound and oblig'd 
0 commend one faiſly, or uphold him in a Crime, Which 


cerſon ſhould be diſcover'd. But do as you would be done 
dy, lays an Obligation upon you to judge Charicably of 
thers, to hide and caſt a Veil over their Faules and Im- 
Wcctctions, and give a favourable Character of them, ra- 


nd make them the ſubject of their uncharitab and unſa- | 


ier, it is not eaſily apparent whether of the two is the 


oer the good or advantage of the Publick, or any private ” 


her than to vilifie, trumpet and proclaim their Actions, 
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Jeu. d een fo ti them, for this is the Liw ard the Prophet 12 
MM . 12 Severns the Emp cor highly reverenc'd Chi "yt 
ard us Docttine for that Zul, and be you reconcit'd to MV 
who pretend to be Chriſtians, leſt Heathniſm one Day ris mak 
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up in judgment and condenmn you. I ſhall conclude chi. 
Head with the Apoſtles Echortation, Brethren, wh: t{o2d bold 
things are true, o. things are honeſt, hat ſoe wer thing and! 
are juſt, 0 Hatſoc der thi. s are pure, whatſoever things are low ne | 
2 t/oe ver th; 7 are of good repert ; if 3 he ny Os ang brats 
if there be any 2 wile, rhink on theſe rhings, Phil. 4.8. WW 
(4.0 To prevent the miſchievous Effects 2 are occal® * 
ſion'd by a Lying Tongue, take this among other Direct! 
ons; take heed and beware of that Popiſh Doctrine of HH 
quivocation, and mental Refervarion. There is not anf © 
one Thing in the  orid which tends more to the Deſtr ne 
ction of human Society than thoſe two F:ſuitical Trick?" 
Allow of that Doctrine. and the whole Fabrick of ChrifffÞ®""! 
anity falls flat to the G ind. Truth 3nd Siucerity are th” 
very Perfedtions of a Chin? ian, the ve Life and Foun ec. 
dation of Chriſtianity, and the Thin z* >y which we wer” dc 
to be Try'd and Judg'd at the Laſt Day; and whoeve ils, 
prefers any Secular Ends or Profits © thofe, perverts the 
very Nature cf the Goſpel, and offers a great Abuſe t( NN 
the Doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; wh" * 
is the Way, the Truth, and che J ife, Jo. 14. 6. This Romiſh Dos ink 
ctrine takes away all Security and Confidence i in one ano tom 
thers Words, gives liberty to all Unfaithfulneſs in Conve vith 
ſati on, and common Diſcourſe berween Man and Man le 4 


and directly tends o the extii pi ting out of Mens Minds al 
ſenſe of Juſtice and common Honeſty : For if a Man mat.“! 
Ipeak one thing and think another, have one thing in HH, 
Mouth, and the quite contrary in his Heart; and rolls on,“ 
way with i: Fongne, and another with his Thoughts an 
_ Intentions, tic Hrewel wo all Faichfulneſs and direct deal 
| ing in Cur verfarion, to all the ſixt and Ready Principles c 
a good Counicience, and to all the plain and beaten Pat 
0 Vertue and Morality, and to all Loyalty to God an 


een 28 Devil v was Ow: firſt Anthor of 3 
+" 


: * the 2 bare impror d char 1 anlk Doctrine fo fea 25 
Win ſome Cates to make it lawful to back Equivocations with - 
Pacred Oichs and Sole mn Imprecations; and of this ti.cy 
8 Iraks no Conſcience, even before a Court of Judicature. 
her their keligion or Holy Church is concern'd, they. 
| 150 it lawful to Lye, or take a Faiſe Oath before a Judge; 
Wind let the Church of Rowe but promile a Papi Heaven, 
he Prayers of the Church, and the Honour of being Cale 
rated as a Martyr, and what win he not do 1gainlt Prote- 
tits? Murder ard Treaſon, Lying and Swearing ceaſe 
o be ſuch, when directed againſt an Feretick, and a Lye 
tt.e point of Dexth is Mericorious when 1 it makes lor tha 
re ſt of the Popiſh Cauſe. 85 

The Inſtances of Equivocations which are to be ſeen in 
Wie 3ooks of the Feſuits, are moit ſtrange and amazing; 
ad the better to eſtabliſh ſuch kind of abominable and un- 
chriſtian Practices in the World, th:v have in their Wric- 
nes given Rules and Examples 'of Equivocations, chat ſo 
kecceding Generations might be corrupted, and train d up 
v.do evil and baſe Actions, and differ nothing from De- 
„eis. It is decrecd by ons of their C -uncils, that Faich is 
not to be kept with Heretic; and that with chem 3 Bond. 
WM"! Nature, Oath or Sacrament, no Allegiance nor Alliance, 
br any other Thing ſtands good any longer chan they 
ink ic their Intereſt not to diſſolve it. An Abſolution 
zoom a Prieſt can untie and cut aſunder thoſe Tords, and 
ei ith a Diſpeuſation from a Superior they can lay them a- 
ane at pleaſure. But O H Feſrs ! Thin ho rt the =, 
/ in 2vboſe Mouth was found no guile: Ii ht an fron 
en put upon thee, 2b pretend to be of thy Tack 55 ane, th 52 
hi ves after thy Name, and yt re pra and do. e Ts nes 
nic? are diametrically oppoſite to Doctrine, Ex ple. ani Goſ- 
in What do they leſs than Mock Ch i'tJeſ US, Sutz him 
al the Fes did, with an Hi“ King, and yet at the fame 
1 ime Cruciſie him; > Take heed of {us b. ale and evil brin- 
uleiples as plant Divinity by Inhumanity, propagate Religi- 
an? by Blood and Sword, Fire and Paggot, and teach to 
0 * Souls by Murder and Butchering of Bodies. Such kind 
an Doctrine deſcends not from Abo v4, but is Ein, Serif 4 
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fly to that ſinful ſhift, forgetting there was a God that wa 


ber if Truth will not def:n4 you, a Lye will never pro 


That the Charity of all Well-difpeſed Shiriſtians mai 
/ / ( e 
(La h.) Conclude with a ſhore ExHoftation fo All Poo 
Children principally, who now are; of {halt be after 
wards, admitted into Charity Schools 
Keep cloſe to God, truſt him in all your Straits and NeW 
ceſſities, and never take reſuge in, or fly to the baſe Arti); 
fice of Lying for a Cover, be your Caſe or Condition ne 
ver ſo deſperate and dangerous, He that confeſſeth his Haul 
Hall be preſerved from hurt, Ecclus. 20. 2. It was A greag 97 A 
Weakneſs in 1/aac to call his Wife his Sifter, when the Mer 4; 
of Gerar ask'd after her, Gen. 26. 7. The fear of being 1 10 
killd for Rebece h, becauſe ſhe 2025 Ff. ir to loo upin, made hin ap 
wt t 


able to deliver him out of their Hands, and for which Ly = 
Abimelech juſtly reprov'd him. In God you all Live, Move 
and have you Being; and it is he who gives you Lite, ( 
Breath, and all Things. Then never depart from God for you: 


your Safety and Security, and dare to ſpeak th: Trut 
from the Heart, and rely upon God's Frovidence, his Cari 
and Protection to juſtify yu without a Lye; and remem 
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peop 
dare 
Trut 
Ame; 


tet you. Never tell a Lyc to hide a Fault, for that Faul 
becomes two chereby. God himſelf would not have yo 
tell a Lye for his own Glory: Will ye {peak wick: dly for God: 
W: ye talk deceitfully for him? Said Feb to his Friends, repro 
ving them of Partiality, Chap. 13.7. Deviſe not a Lye og«injh 
thy Brother, neither do the like to thy Friend. Uſe not to mike an 
munner ef Lye, for the Cuſtom therecf is not good, Ecclus. 7. 12 
13. Toe Lor d bith commanded 70 Min to do wickedly, neither hath 3 
he given any Mn licence to Sin, Chev. 15. 20, 
But cho? you are not to Lye,or utter Falſ2 Tales for ſafe o Sc 
ty's ſake, yet you may uſe honeſt Endeavours for youlfhy g 
Preſervation, and leave the Event to God. Do what Goq;pleaf: 
hath commanded you, and avoid what he hath forbid, anc 
this will certainly draw after it his Protection and his Bleſ 
fing God is never wanting to thoſe that Truſt in him 
Tho' Fathers, Mothers, Friends, Relations and Kinsfolk 
be dead, yet God's Prrvidence never dies; * 


ü (19 * 2 
* mmir your ſelves ro 1 in Well. i. and you ſhall 


by be Cloath'd, Taught, and provided for. The Spi- 
/ of thoſe that fear the Lord ſhall live, for their hope 


hull not far nor be afraid, for he is his hope. Blelſe 1 


are upon them that love him ; he is their might) pro= 
etion.and ſt rong ſiay; a preſervation from ſtumbling,and 
Wn bc/p from falling, Ecclus. 34. 13, 14, 15, 16. Diſh oft 
ut the fear of the Lord when thou art poor, and come 
unte him with a'doable heart. Be not au Hypocrtte 
in the ſight of Men, and take good heed what theu ſpeak- 
, Chap. x. 28, 29. Tho' you are correct: Fg for 
jour Faults, you will love your Maſters and Miſtreſ- 
5 afterwards rhe better; and therefore as you ex- 
ect Go 's Bleſſing, and the Charity of all good 
eople, reſolve always to fpeak Truth, and never 
are to tell a Lyc. And thou that art the God of 

Truth, ou thele | 1 Children into all Trurh. 5 
a nen. | 
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\ Almighty Lind: God, unto whom ail Hearts 
be open, all Deſires known, and from whom 
Y'o > xa are hid ; I adore thy infinite Majefty for 
ay great Love vouchſafed unto me, that thou art 

Jeaſed ro raiſe up for me many good Friends and 
Jenefactors, who take care both of my Soul and 
Body. O Lord reward them for it, and grant that 

may have a due Senfe of their Bounty and Cha- 

q 95 and be a worthy receiver of them Give me 
. Grace 


ell in the Land, and veril, you ſhall be fed. Voou 


ia him that ſaveth them. V. Thoſo feareth the Lord, ; 


the Soul of him that feareth the Lord, to whom doth _ 
„ 4% ? And who is his ſtrength > For the Eves of the 
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Grace profirably. to ſpend. my precious Time, th 
as I grow in Years I may grow in Goodneſs, 


Advantages and Mears of Salvation which thy Goo 

| neſs and Providence have kindly found out for 
Good Lord keep my Hands from picking and ſteati 
and my Tongue from evil ſpeaking, Lying and Slaf 
dering, and that I may learn and labour truly to g 
mine own living, and to do my Duty in that State 
Tife unto which it ſhall pleaſe Thee to call ne. 
move Stubbornneſs, and all evil Diſpoſitions from m 
and when Corrected by my Teachers for my Foul 
make me ready to bear it patiently, and rightly q 


thy holy and bleſſed Spirit be in me to Sanctiſie n 
and to direct and guide me to live a Life of Devotio 
Honeſty, Purity, Sobriety and Induſtry. O Lor 
I bleſs Thee for all thy Gifts, and by thy Afliſtan 
will Endeavour to ſuffer none of them to ſlip out of n 
Mind, bur ro live in thy Fear, and to thy Glor 
and grant that J may be in the Number of thoſe w 
love Thee, and keep thy Commandments, throug 
| Jeſus Chriſt our only Saviour and Redeemer. Aner 


1 J 


thankfully to improve and obſerve thoſe Sei 


rationally to conſider it is for my own good. O 


* 1 AN x S. 


